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THRILLING TYPEWRITER TALES
by Dale Speirs

In April 2005, I did a one-shot zine called THRILLING
TYPEWRITER STORIES #2, in reaction to all the nerds
gushing about their computers.  There must have been
typewriter fans back then, so why not typewriter zines?
I numbered the one-shot as issue #2 so that I could
include fake fanboy letters gushing about typewriting.

OPUNTIA was originally produced with an electric
typewriter and then photocopied.  I held out on the
Papernet for as long as I could, but the future had
different ideas.  Just as dinosaurs evolved into birds, so it
is that typewriters have evolved into laptops and tablets.

The lady typist at right is from a 1904-12-10 display ad in HARPER’S
WEEKLY, plugging Remington typewriters.
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I don’t collect typewriters myself, since postage stamps take up a lot less space,
but I know there are those who do, such as zinester Ned Brooks of Atlanta,
Georgia.  I did a lot of historical research in the University of Calgary Library
until the early 2000s, when it converted from open stacks to closed stacks so
closed that even professors have trouble getting books out, much less an
outsider like me.  (My alma mater was the University of Alberta in Edmonton;
I have never been student or staff at the U of C.)  My main interest then and
now was postal history, but I kept my eyes open as I went through rare
magazines, and anything that might be of use in the future was photocopied.
I’m glad I did, because those items are now behind a paywall on digital systems
or buried deep in closed stacks. I have written on typewriter history and related
matters in OPUNTIA #47.1B and #57.3. 

Typewriter items naturally caught my eye.  I stumbled across a couple examples
of typewriter fan fiction which I reproduced in TTS #2.  Since I want
OPUNTIA to be my journal of record, I once again reproduce these stories for
a future generation that will never have seen an actual typewriter up close.

Further on is a short story “The Craig Idea”, originally published in the August
1909 issue of SYSTEM, an office management magazine.  The O. Henry story
“Springtime A La Carte” is from his 1906 collection THE FOUR MILLION.

The Toledo Metal Furniture ad at right is from the September 1909 issue of SYSTEM.
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The Yale Lock Typewriter Book was from the November 1910 issue of
SYSTEM.  The two ads below were from the August 1909 issue.

The New Yost typewriter ad on page 10 was from the 1893-06-10 issue of the
DAILY EXAMINER newspaper (Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island).
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Tired after those long shifts on the computer keyboard?
Eat some celery!

This ad is from the 1895-05-09 issue of the WINNIPEG
FREE PRESS newspaper.
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ZINE LISTINGS
by Dale Speirs

[I only list zines from the Papernet.  If the zine is posted on www.efanzines.com or

www.fanac.org, then I don’t mention it since you can read them directly.] 

[The Usual means $5 cash ($6 overseas) or trade for your zine.  Americans: please don’t send

cheques for small amounts to Canada or overseas (the bank fee to cash them is usually more

than the amount) or mint USA stamps (which are not valid for postage outside USA). US$

banknotes are still acceptable around the world.]

[SF means science fiction. An apazine is a zine for an amateur press association distro, a perzine

is a personal zine, sercon is serious-constructive, and a genzine is a general zine.]

BANANA RAG #44 ($15 for two issues from Anna Banana, 3747 Highway
101, Roberts Creek, British Columbia V0N 2W2) News about the mail art
world, project lists, and, of course, goings-on in the world of banana fruit.

AS THE CROW FLIES #12 (The Usual from Frank Denton, 14654 - 8
Avenue SW, Burien, Washington State 98166) Perzine with trip reports of
wanderings up into British Columbia and around the Pacific Northwest and the
Southwest states.  

OSFS STATEMENT #426 (The Usual from Ottawa Science Fiction Society,
18 Norice Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2G 2X5)   SF clubzine with news, letters,
and astronomy updates.

CHRISTIAN NEW AGE QUARTERLY V21#3 (US$5 from Catherine
Groves, Box 276, Clifton, New Jersey 07015-0276)  Most of this issue discusses
whether Jesus Christ was just a myth or a real person.  Outside the Bible, he is
not mentioned save in a few texts that may have been altered by Christians.
However, he could have existed as a real person with myths subsequently
attached to his name.  That others didn’t mention him means nothing; he was
obscure at the time and living in an out-of-the-way place.

SEEN IN THE LITERATURE

Kump, L.R.  (2014)  Hypothesized link between Neoproterozoic greening of
the land surface and the establishment of an oxygen-rich atmosphere.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES (USA)
111:14062–14065

Author's abstract:  "Considerable geological, geochemical, paleontological, and
isotopic evidence exists to support the hypothesis that the atmospheric oxygen
level rose from an Archean baseline of essentially zero to modern values in two
steps roughly 2.3 billion and 0.8–0.6 billion years ago (Ga). The first step in
oxygen content, the Great Oxidation Event, was likely a threshold response to
diminishing reductant input from Earth’s interior. Here I provide an alternative
to previous suggestions that the second step was the result of the establishment
of the first terrestrial fungal–lichen ecosystems. The consumption of oxygen by
aerobes respiring this new source of organic matter in soils would have
necessitated an increase in the atmospheric oxygen content to compensate for
the reduced delivery of oxygen to the weathering environment below the organic
rich upper soil layer. Support for this hypothesis comes from the observed
spread toward more negative carbon isotope compositions in Neoproterozoic
(1.0–0.542 Ga) and younger limestones altered under the influence of ground
waters, and the positive correlation between the carbon isotope composition
and oxygen content of modern ground waters in contact with limestones.  Thus,
the greening of the planet’s land surfaces forced the atmospheric oxygen level
to a new, higher equilibrium state."

Speirs:  The
E a r t h ' s
atmosphere did
n o t  b e c o m e
oxygenated until
relatively late in
its history, and
then only in a
t w o - s t a g e
process.  A time
traveler going
too far back into
history would
asphyxiate on
arrival.
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Rosenfeld, G.D.  (2014)  Whither "What if?" history?  HISTORY AND
THEORY  53:451-467

[This is actually a review by Rosenfeld of a book ALTERED PASTS:
COUNTERFACTUALS IN HISTORY  (2014) by Richard Evans.  The word
"counterfactual" more correctly refers to essays about What If?, whereas
"alternative history" is the fictionalized form (and almost always incorrectly
called "alternate history").

Author's abstract:  "Richard Evans’s new book, ALTERED PASTS, offers a
perceptive but flawed critique of the field of counterfactual history. The author
provides a useful historical survey of the field’s recent rise to prominence and
intelligently analyzes its respective strengths and weaknesses. His overall
assessment of the field is quite skeptical, however.  Evans cites many reasons for
his skepticism, but his overall critique can be summarized in three words:
plausibility, politicization, and popularity.  Evans faults works of counterfactual
history for their frequently implausible narratives, their promotion of political
agendas, and their distressing degree of popularity.  In advancing his critique,
Evans makes many valid observations that call attention to important
deficiencies in the field.  But his view is a partial one that neglects
countervailing evidence and never penetrates to the heart of why the field has
left the margins for the mainstream.  ...  "

"Most of Evans’s book, however, focuses on works of counterfactual history that
have appeared since the 1970s, especially those that have been published in the
last two decades.  ...  In surveying this large body of literature, Evans is mostly
interested in judging rather than explaining. He sees little value in
counterfactual history’s alleged goal of “showing how things might have turned
out differently,” calling it “banal”.  ...  Evans is at his best in highlighting
counterfactual history’s famed Achilles’ heel, its disregard of plausibility. He
duly credits “counterfactualists”—as he calls the authors of “what if”
narratives—with drafting sensible rules governing the creation of their
speculative scenarios. Most of these rules attempt to limit arbitrariness and
impose a rigorous methodology for extrapolating the consequences of a
historical point of divergence. Evans approves of two rules in particular: Philip
Tetlock’s and Geoffrey Parker’s “minimal rewrite” rule, which says that a
chain of counterfactual consequences should not extend beyond a certain
logical point; and the concept of ceteris paribus, which says that “a
counterfactual must only make one change in the causal chain and leave
everything else the same as it was in reality”."

"Evans also criticizes counterfactual history for its increasing popularity.  ...
Worse still, according to Evans, is the possibility that counterfactual history’s
growing popularity may be having a dangerous impact upon historical
consciousness.  He suggests that counterfactual history may be dulling our
awareness of history by encouraging a flight into fantasy. Evans sees this
escapist impulse everywhere in contemporary culture. He writes that the
“worlds of alternate reality” produced by counterfactual history are the same
ones being sought out by "increasing numbers of people . . . in search of spaces
for their imaginations to roam free, unfettered by facts. Frustration at the
complexities and uncertainties of modern life leads them to inhabit the Middle
Earth of Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings rather than the Middle Ages of real
historical time, or the rational world of Sherlock Holmes’s Victorian London
rather than the conditionally complex world of the late Victorian city."  These
kinds of fantasy worlds, which Evans says are “particularly appealing in times
of political and cultural anxiety,” sap the appeal of traditional history and
thereby promote ignorance. Evans goes so far as to claim that “many people
now learn about medieval Europe primarily from fantastical representations
such as Game of Thrones or The Lord of the Rings”  ...  Lastly, Evans worries
that counterfactual history’s popularity may pose a danger to professional
historians’ livelihoods. He writes that “the ‘what-if’ question has often
threatened . . . to put historians out of a job by reducing everything to a matter
of chance.” "

Speirs:  Popularity of a subject among the general public often attracts the scorn
of mundane humanities scholars, who prefer fiction that is often unreadable and
never reprinted.  As Rosenfeld remarks in his review, Evans is exaggerating
when he writes that counterfactuals will be the death of serious history.  I do
agree that far too many people hide from the real world in front of their DVD
players, memorizing tracts of dialogue from sci-fi or fantasy movies and
television.  I find real history just as fascinating, for all that I enjoy reading
alternative history novels and writing counterfactuals.  I would point out one
thing that is commonly unnoticed among counterfactual critics, that lawyers use
them everyday in court trials.  "My client would not be in a wheelchair today if
Smith had not run the red light."  "Jones would not have crushed to death by his
neighbour’s tree if the tree had been properly pruned."  And so forth. 
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Shi, Yong, et al  (2014)  Inefficient star formation in extremely metal poor
galaxies.  NATURE  514:335-348

Authors' abstract:  "The first galaxies contain stars born out of gas with few or
no ‘metals’ (that is, elements heavier than helium). The lack of metals is
expected to inhibit efficient gas cooling and star formation, but this effect has
yet to be observed in galaxies with an oxygen abundance (relative to
hydrogen)belowa tenth of that of the Sun.  Extremely metal poor nearby galaxies
may be our best local laboratories for studying in detail the conditions that
prevailed in low metallicity galaxies at early epochs. Carbon monoxide emission
is unreliable as a tracer of gas at low metallicities, and while dust has been used
to trace gas in low metallicity galaxies, low spatial resolution in the far-infrared
has typically led to large uncertainties.  Here we report spatially resolved
infrared observations of two galaxies with oxygen abundances below ten per
cent of the solar value, and show that stars formed very inefficiently in seven
star-forming clumps in these galaxies.  The efficiencies are less than a tenth of
those found in normal, metal rich galaxies today, suggesting that star formation
may have been very inefficient in the early Universe."

Speirs:  Metals up to iron in the periodic tables are formed by fusion within
stars, while heavier elements require events such as neutron star collisions to
form.  Just after the Big Bang, when the first galaxies were forming, there were
no metals and it took time for stars to go through their life cycles and
subsequently create metallic elements.  Every atom of metal was once inside a
star.

Beech, Martin  (2014)  Electrophonic sound generation by the Chelyabinsk
fireball.  EARTH, MOON, AND PLANETS  113:33-41

Author's abstract:  "Electrophonic sounds were widely reported by eyewitnesses
to the Chelyabinsk fireball. The available data indicate that such sounds were
heard at ranges to at least *100 km from the fireball’s atmospheric path. We
estimate that the fireball may have generated of order 625 W of energy in the
form of very low frequency radiation, and we find some tentative evidence to
indicate that the acoustic conversion efficiency at a 100 km range was of order
0.1 %. Numerical simulations of the atmospheric flight path indicate that
electrophonic sounds should have commenced some 5 s after the fireball first
became luminous and would have lasted for some 7.5 s prior to the moment of
catastrophic break-up.  ...  Much has already been published with respect to the

15 February 2013 Chelyabinsk fireball and meteorite fall. The parent object
was likely derived from the Flora asteroid family, but has a relatively young
cosmic ray exposure age of some 1.2 million years.  Within the first month of the
fall date, several kilograms of LL5 ordinary chondrite meteorites were
collected, with the largest fragment so far being recovered weighing-in at 654
kg.  Infrasound detectors situated around the world recorded the end-phase
air-burst detonation and the data indicates an energy of 500 ± 100 kiloton’s of
TNT equivalent for the Chelyabinsk event"

Speirs:  One interesting aspect of meteorite falls is that it has become much
easier for astronomers to collect data because there are so many dashcams and
security cameras that can catch a glimpse of fireballs.  Eyewitnesses are quick
to post on blogs or YouTube, meaning that observations are more accurate than
those done weeks or months after the fall.

Scott, I.M., et al (2014)   Human preferences for sexually dimorphic faces
may be evolutionarily novel.  PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES USA  111:14388–14393

Authors' abstract:  "A large literature proposes that preferences for exaggerated
sex typicality in human faces (masculinity/femininity) reflect a long evolutionary
history of sexual and social selection. This proposal implies that dimorphism
was important to judgments of attractiveness and personality in ancestral
environments. It is difficult to evaluate, however, because most available data
come from largescale, industrialized, urban populations. Here, we report the
results for 12 populations with very diverse levels of economic development.
Surprisingly, preferences for exaggerated sex-specific traits are only found in
the novel, highly developed environments.  Similarly, perceptions that masculine
males look aggressive increase strongly with development and, specifically,
urbanization.  These data challenge the hypothesis that facial dimorphism was
an important ancestral signal of heritable mate value.  One possibility is that
highly developed environments provide novel opportunities to discern
relationships between facial traits and behavior by exposing individuals to
large numbers of unfamiliar faces, revealing patterns too subtle to detect with
smaller samples."
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN WAY
photo by Dale Speirs

East end of Mount Rundle as seen from Canmore.  The slanted slash across the
mountain is the road leading up to Spray Valley.
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